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FIRST WINFIRST WINOF THE SEASONOF THE SEASON





A R T I C L E  B Y :  C F F C

Chicago Fire FC (1-2-1, 4 points) came from behind with three goals in 15 minutes, including two in second-half
stoppage time, to defeat CF Montréal (2-1-1, 7 points) 4-3 and earn their first win of the season on Saturday
afternoon at Soldier Field. Head Coach Frank Klopas became just the third manager to reach 50 victories in Chicago
Fire history when midfielder Kellyn Acosta scored the game-winner from inside his own half to notch his first goal for
the Fire in the 90+9th minute of play.
Designated Player Hugo Cuypers and midfielders Brian Gutiérrez and Maren Haile-Selassie each found the back of
the net, marking the first goals of the 2024 season for Cuypers and Haile-Selassie. Haile-Selassie struck just before
halftime to make the score 2-1 and cut into Montréal’s lead. With the Fire trailing 3-1 late in the match, Gutiérrez
provided the team’s second goal, converting from the penalty spot in the 84th minute, before Cuypers found the
equalizer in the 90+5th minute of play.
With Cuypers’ game-tying goal and Acosta’s game-winning finish in the 90+9th minute, the Fire became the first team
in MLS history to score both a game-tying and game-winning goal in the 95th minute or later. Additionally, the Fire
became the first team in MLS history to win a match in regulation after scoring two-or-more-goals in the 84th minute
or later.
The last time the Fire overcame a two-goal deficit to win was against the Colorado Rapids on Aug. 23, 2009 at
SeatGeek Stadium. With his goal in the final minute of today’s contest, Acosta etched his name in Fire history, tallying
the latest game-winning finish during regulation of an MLS regular season match.
Montréal got off to an early start in the match, scoring twice in the first 12 minutes of play. Chicago goalkeeper Chris
Brady made a key save in the second minute of the match but in the play leading up to the ensuing clearance, the
Video Assistant Referee judged a Chicago foul to be a penalty kick in favor of the visitors. Forward Matias Coccaro
scored the penalty for the first goal of the match in the eighth minute. Two minutes later, the referee once again
pointed to the penalty spot and Coccaro scored his second penalty-kick goal of the match.
The referee signaled a minimum of 10 minutes of stoppage time at the end of the second half and in the 45+8th
minute, Chicago broke through with a goal from Haile-Selassie. Defender Rafael Czichos cleared the ball up, sending
a lofted pass over the defense for Haile-Selassie to the left side of the box. The Swiss midfielder took a controlling
touch before sending it into the near post for his first goal of the season.
Second-half substitute Dominic Iankov extended Montréal’s lead with a goal in the 70th minute but Chicago pulled
one back in the 84th minute. The referee was once again alerted by VAR to an infraction, this one resulting in a
straight red card to Montréal substitute Raheem Edwards. Homegrown midfielder Gutiérrez lined up to take the
penalty, sending the ball to the right side of the goal with ice-cold precision for his second goal of the season.
With nine minutes of stoppage time added to the second half, Chicago scored the equalizer in the 90+5th minute
after earning a corner kick. As the clearance fell back out to Acosta, he sent the ball back toward the top of the box
where defender Carlos Terán headed it toward the goal. Cuypers collected the ball in traffic, turning to fire his shot
past goalkeeper Jonathan Sirois.
As stoppage time was winding down, Brady sent a ball to Acosta in the Fire’s defensive end. Acosta looked up and
sent a long ball to goal, catching Sirois off his line. The Montréal goalkeeper tried to get back and managed to get
his fingertips on the ball but was not able to do enough to stop it from going into the net.

Chicago Fire FC Come from Behind to Defeat
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Carvana – an industry pioneer for buying and selling used vehicles online – joins the Fire
as their Front Kit Partner, as well as being named the Club’s Official Online Auto Retailer
Partner and Presenting Partner of the Chicago Fire FC Regular Season. Through the
multiyear agreement, Carvana will become an integral part of the Fire’s 2024 campaign,
appearing across the First Team, MLS NEXT Pro (Chicago Fire II), and Chicago Fire
Academy team jerseys, and working with the Club to bring new community engagement,
youth sports and school programming initiatives, and special experiences for local
residents and Chicago Fire Season Ticket Members. For more information, please visit
www.carvana.com and follow at @Carvana.

https://www.carvana.com/
https://twitter.com/Carvana
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